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AFL-CIO President John Sweeney Statement on Senate Finance 

Committee’s Mark Up of CAFTA

Kerry Stands for Working Families with Demand for Stronger Workers’ Rights 

June 14, 2005

The Bush administration’s draft implementing legislation for the Central America Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) will likely meet stiff resistance on Capitol Hill today, as the Senate Finance Committee proposes and debates a series of changes to fix the deeply flawed trade deal.  Today’s mark-up will expose the grave concerns underlying the growing opposition to CAFTA.  

CAFTA will cost good jobs in the U.S. and trap Central American workers in exploitation and poverty.  The accord’s unacceptably weak rules on workers’ rights only require countries to enforce the domestic labor laws they happen to have, no matter how far short of international standards those laws fall nor how much further they may be weakened in the future.  The current version of CAFTA allows the enormous legal obstacles that Central American workers currently face to remain in place, making it nearly impossible for workers in the region to win a real voice at work and bargain for fair wages and decent working conditions.  

Senator Kerry (D-Mass.) will introduce an important amendment to the administration’s draft implementing legislation that would address a key failing of agreement by  giving workers’ rights the same priority as corporate rights.  His amendment would go a long way toward fixing the inadequate workers’ rights provisions in this lopsided trade deal by making protections for core labor standards fully enforceable.  

The Kerry amendment would ensure that all the CAFTA countries meet international core workers’ rights standards, a change to the agreement that has been a key demand of workers in both the U.S. and Central America.
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